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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 6 and 8, the term fixing rod lacks antecedent basis and for examination 
purposes the Examiner assumes that applicant meant fixing shank and not fixing rod. 

Claim 8, the limitation "steel of class 10.9" renders the claim indefinite because 
one of ordinary skill in the art would not understand this limitation. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Herbenar 
et al. Re. 31298. Herbenar shows all of the claimed subject matter of a link to a support 
in Figures 1-5. 




Regarding claim 1 , a method of assembling a link to a support; the link 
comprising a body 12 that is elongated along a longitudinal axis between a first sleeve 
52a and a second sleeve (opposite end of 52a) that are part of the body, in which link at 
least the first sleeve surrounds an inner strength member 1001, said inner strength 
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member being mounted to move relative to the body of the link, about an axis of 
rotation, by means of a flexible coupling 50a interposed between said strength member 
and the first sleeve 52a, a passageway passing through the inner strength member 
substantially along the axis of rotation; and the support having at least one fixing tab 
36a provided with a fixing orifice, in which method the link and the support are 
positioned so that the passageway passing through the inner strength member faces 
the fixing orifice; wherein a fixing shank 136 is engaged by force along the axis of 
rotation into the fixing orifice, and into at least a portion of the passageway so as to hold 
the connection on the support and so as to prevent the inner strength member from 
rotating relative to the support. 

Regarding claim 2, in which the support has two fixing tabs 34a and 36a, each of 
which is provided with a fixing orifice, in which the link and the support are positioned so 
that the passageway passing through the inner strength member extends between the 
two fixing orifices, and in which a fixing shank 136 is engaged by force so that it passes 
both through the passageway and also through each of the fixing orifices. 

Regarding claim 3, in which the support has two fixing tabs 36a and 34a, each of 
which is provided with a respective fixing orifice, in which the link and the support are 
positioned so that the passageway passing through the inner strength member extends 
between the two fixing orifices, and in which two fixing shanks 136 are engaged by 
force so that each of them is engaged both in at least a portion of the passageway and 
also in a respective one of the fixing orifices. 
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Regarding claim 4, a vibration-damping device comprising a link 12 and a 
support 16; the link comprising a body (mid portion) that is elongated along a 
longitudinal axis between a first sleeve and a second sleeve that are part of the body, in 
which link at least the first sleeve 52a surrounds an inner strength member, said inner 
strength member 1001 being mounted to move relative to the body of the link, about an 
axis of rotation, by means of a flexible coupling 50a interposed between said strength 
member and the first sleeve, a passageway passing through the inner strength member 
substantially along the axis of rotation; and the support having at least one fixing tab 
34a provided with a fixing orifice, in which device the link and the support are positioned 
so that the passageway passing through the inner strength member faces the fixing 
orifice; wherein the link and the support are assembled together by means of at least 
one fixing shank 136 extending along the axis of rotation in the fixing orifice, and in at 
least a portion of the passageway so as to hold the connection on the support and so as 
to prevent the inner strength member from rotating relative to the support. 

Regarding claim 5, in which the support has two fixing tabs 34a and 36a, each of 
which is provided with a respective fixing orifice, the passageway passing through the 
inner strength member 1001 extending between the two fixing orifices, and each of two 
fixing shanks being engaged both in at least a portion of the passageway and also in 
respective one of the fixing orifices. 

Regarding claim 7, in which each fixing shank 136 is provided with a head being 
stopped by a fixing tab on that side of the fixing tab which is opposite from its side that 
co-operates with the inner strength member. 
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Regarding claim 8, in which each fixing rod (shank 136) is made of steel of class 

10.9. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 6 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Brochier et al. U.S. Patent 5,458,647 and Engle U.S. Patent 
4,766,980 show similar inventions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John R. Cottingham whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7079. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, alternate 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on (571)272-3670. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/799,210 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2116 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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